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 More than 5,500 athletes from 67 delegations from 
the United States and the Caribbean competed in 19 dif-
ferent sports at Disney World June 3-12 in the USA Spe-
cial Olympics, with equestrian sports being held for the 
first time. Athletes competed at and near Disney World 
destinations and Disney hosted each athlete in hotels 
owned by the company for the 985 award ceremonies 
and 6,564 medals awarded. 
 Florida supported 24 equestrian athletes that compet-
ed at Osceola Heritage Park in Orlando winning 18 gold 
medals, 15 silver medals and 12 bronze medals. Several 
of those athletes hailed from Central Florida including 
Alexia ‘Lexi’ McCue who represented Levy County and 
Florida in the equestrian games winning three gold med-
als in English equitation, trail, and dressage. 
 Kathy Gray brought home gold medals in English equi-
tation and trail and a bronze medal in dressage. Ashley 
Quesnel won a silver medal in English equitation and 
finished fifth in the trail program. Becky Richter won a 
bronze in western equitation and a silver in trail. Adam 
Warch won silver in dressage and a bronze in trail and-
fourth in English equitation. 
 McCue started therapeutic horseback riding lessons 
at Tomorrow’s Equestrian Center in Morriston just a few 
months after her double lung transplant in 2016 at Shands 
Hospital. She also deals with high anxiety and high func-
tioning autism. She advanced to riding in the regional and 
state Special Olympics during the past five years. TEC is 
a nonprofit, 501c (3) run by Sandy Arbour. According to 
TEC staff, the experience has helped McCue excel in her 
personal independence. 
 The organization partnered with Betty Gray, executive 

director of Stirrups n’ Strides, another therapeutic riding 
program in Marion County, for the games so that each 
rider could be prepared. Gray served as the area coach 
and was the state head coach. Florida had three dedicat-
ed coaches working together who received specialized 
training to lead and organize participation for the ath-
letes by providing training and continuing support. Elise 
Hulme of Circle H Ranch in Sanford and Jennifer Yudow 
of Horse Sense & Sensitivity in Jacksonville were the other 
two coaches.
 For the equestrian games, the local organizing com-
mittee investigated several therapeutic riding centers 
throughout Florida, who specifically work with individu-
als with intellectual disabilities to recruit horses for each 
athlete to perform with.
  “We’ve recruited those horses, that would probably 

fit the best demographic of athletes,” Courtney Rotton, 
director of sports for the USA Games said, “Ahead of the 
games, there will be a horse-matching and division cate-
gory process for the athletes. 
 Allowing competitors to ride different horses and get 
acclimated to them is an important detail to the process. 
Each athlete had roughly two days to get acclimated to 
their assigned horses to create a bond with them before 
competing.
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Nicole Alberts, an FFA teacher at Vanguard High School 
in Ocala, completed a summer externship with the Florida 
Thoroughbred Breeders’ and Owners’ Association.
 Summer teacher externship programs are a collabo-
ration between area industry leaders and each school 
district to provide middle and high school educators pro-
fessional development opportunities to enrich the class-
room to make career connections for students. Educators 
spend time with leaders in various industries to learn 
through direct experiences about how classroom content 
and learning strategies are applied in the workplace. 
 Alberts said she selected completing her program 
at FTBOA because of her background and interest in 
equines. She externed last year at the UF/IFAS ag exten-
sion offices with Caitlyn Bainum who is the livestock agent 
who works with equine farms in the county. 
 “I grew up riding horses and loving animals, but being 
in a more urban area, I didn’t know much about the agri-
culture industry. I attended the University of Florida where 
I received my bachelor degree in animal science, with a 
focus on the equine industry,” Alberts said. 
 “I also received my master’s degree in agricultural edu-
cation at UF. I just completed my seventh year of teaching. 
I was previously teaching middle school agriscience but 
have been teaching veterinary assisting at Vanguard 

High for the past two years.”
 Alberts’s externship including job shadowing Tammy 
Gantt, FTBOA associate vice president member services 
and events. Gantt explained the significant role the Asso-
ciation and the industry plays in Marion County, and the 
importance of matching curriculum for students with indus-
try needs to increase student skills and interest in careers in 
the thoroughbred industry which are vitally needed. 
 Gantt also gave Alberts a behind-the-scenes tour at 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales during the June sale, reviewed 
industry educational materials for lesson planning, and 
shared current topics in the industry, including the ongo-
ing implementation of Horse Racing Integrity and Safety 
Authority rules and programs. 
 Alberts also toured Journeyman Stud meeting with 

Crystal Fernung and Ocala Stud meeting with Joe 
O’Farrell to learn the impact Florida stallions have on the 
breeding industry and the importance of incentive pro-
grams like Florida Sire Stakes. 
 The visits to the sales grounds and farms also high-
lighted the wide variety of jobs available from working 
directly with horses, to the maintenance of the facilities 
and grounds, to the office administration teams that are 
necessary for operations. 
 Alberts goal was to gain insights into both the techni-
cal and essential skills required in the horse industry and 
integrate these insights into lesson plans and classroom 
management to better prepare students. The four-day 
externship experience consisted of four days onsite and 
a final report.
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 In 1997, Ocala/Marion County Horse Capital of the 
World® and Horse Capital of the World® were trade-
marked by the Florida Thoroughbred Breeders’ and 
Owners’ Association. Ever since, the marks have become 
synonymous with the FTBOA and its Association services. 
While others periodically try its use, by trademark and 
literally, the county is the Horse Capital with more horses 
and ponies than any other in the U.S. and Florida ranks 
third as a state in its horse population. 
 FTBOA trademarked the phrase to create a brand 
identity for the area and the services it promotes related 
to equines. The diversity of breeds and disciplines make 
the area an ideal setting for any horse fanatic, casual 
horse lover or for services catering to the horse world. 
 Horses in Florida are more than pretty scenery in a 
pasture. They are economic drivers for the county and 
state. The concentration of equines – particularly the thor-
oughbred breeding, training and sales industry in Central 
Florida – is strongly supported by a network of equine 
services, such as specialized veterinarians, feed and tack 
retailers, blacksmith, equine dentists, feed mills and major 
horse transportation companies by land and by air. 
 This makes Ocala a great place to enjoy equines with 
its opportunities to attend world-class horse shows and 
events, recreational activities and farm tours at a variety of 

venues, farms and showgrounds. Visitors have the chance 
to go on a farm tour, take a trail ride through our numer-
ous parks and national forest, enjoy a carriage ride, learn 
polo, visit an equine museum or gallery, attend the world’s 
leading two-year-olds in-training thoroughbred sales or 
even watch a horse train at Ocala Breeders’ Sales or 
wager on simulcast horse races from the state’s tracks and 
from across the country. The choices are limitless and local 
citizens are a daily part of the one-of-a-kind experience 
that only the Horse Capital of the World® can bring.

 FLORIDA RACING’S ANNUAL IMPACT:
•$1.5 billion in direct economic impact and 
•$2.7 billion overall
•$400,000+ in payroll taxes
•20,000+ thoroughbreds engaged in racing
•23,000+ jobs

 MARION COUNTY’S EQUINE IMPACT:
•Equines are 18% of the county GDP
•A top breeding region in the world for thoroughbreds 
•Thoroughbreds sold at Ocala Breeders’ Sales in the  
 past decade valued at more than $1.3 billion 
•OBS buyers come from 49 states and 2 territories and  
 more than 38 countries
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 Sally DeNotta, DVM, PhD, Diplomate 
ACVIM announced the University of Florida 
College of Veterinary Medicine’s 14th annu-
al Healthy Horses Conference will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday, July 15 at the 
Straughn Center at the UF College of Veter-
inary Medicine, 2142 Shealy Drive, Gaines-
ville, FL 32608. The day focuses on successful 
equine health care and includes lectures, 
lunch, door prizes, tours, an equine rescue 
demonstration, and a high-speed treadmill 
demonstration. Lectures are delivered by 
faculty of UF’s Large Animal Hospital and 
proceedings will be provided. Topics include 
care of the geriatric horse, blister beetle tox-
icosis, new diagnostic imaging options for 
sport horses, and anesthesia update.
 The cost is $35 for regular registration and 
$25 for student registration. To participate, 
Sign Up Here

UF Healthy 
Horses 
Conference 
July 15

https://www.fdacs.gov/
https://extension.vetmed.ufl.edu/equine-extension/healthy-horses-conference/
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GAINESVILLE, Fla. – Florida Future Farmers of Amer-
ica announced in June the finalists for the state equine 
agricultural proficiency awards in the supervised agri-
cultural experience (SAE) program which includes two 
North Marion High School students Miranda Sellers and 
Kaylee McNeill. Lori Albritton serves as the FFA advisor 
for the school. 
 Kaylee McNeill noted in her SAE application that her 
motivation was that she wanted to develop more know-
ledge about the thoroughbred industry in Marion County. 
She then reached out to local horsemen in the area. 
 “Living in Horse Capital of the World®, my interest 
was sparked when foals were brought to the school and I 
was able to have hands-on experience with mares at the 
school.  Grooming these mares and working with foals 
allowed connections to be developed with me to do this 
SAE,” said McNeill. 
 There are many different influences that added to my 
interest. One in particular was Mr. Bobby Jones, having 
the opportunity to learn from Bobby about the horse indus-
try from his perspective because he has been a part of 
Marion County for years. Mr. Bobby allowed me to help 
him on his farm and help gain experience of what it was 
like for him with the foaling process until the [OBS] sale.
 The knowledge and skills I have gained in this area of 
the horse industry is tremendous. From knowing very
little of what goes on behind a thoroughbred sale to being 
able to learn how to correctly show the horse by being 
a part of the show team, and being able to engage in 
conversation with those in the horse industry.”
 Miranda Sellers was already active in the equine 
industry competing and riding horses. When she trans-
ferred to North Marion, her advisor suggested she join 

the equine program. 
 “I saw how the equine program could benefit me in 
the future as I plan to stay involved in the equine indus-
try. When I started this SAE, I never realized the impact 
it would have on the person I was becoming. Throughout 
these four years of my SAE, I was introduced to many 
people who would help guide me in the coming years. 
 I became knowledgeable of the foaling process and 
handling yearlings with my hands on experiences. I 
realized working with yearlings is more challenging than 
working with experienced horses because they have a 
higher flight risk and do not completely understand the 
fundamentals of being around people. This proficiency 
has opened gateways in the equine industry and provid-
ed me with insight on future employment opportunities 

that I have an interest in.
 Over these four years, I have learned how much money, 
time, and effort goes into sale prepping a horse. Yearlings 
must be x-rayed and scoped prior to a sale. They also must 
be exercised daily and must be placed on a precise diet to 
fit their needs.”
 The Agricultural Proficiency Award program rewards 
FFA members at the local, state, and national levels for 
exceptional accomplishments and excellence in the SAE 
program. These supervised programs are planned, prac-
tical activities that are conducted outside of class time that 
help students develop and apply agricultural knowledge 
and skills learned inside the classroom in a real-world 
environment. These programs can include entrepreneur-
ship, placement, or research and experimentation.
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 The American Horse Council honored the equine 
industry’s brightest leaders at its annual meeting and 
national issues forum on June 7 at the AHC Conference 
in Washington D.C. with the presentation of the Van Ness 
award to Florida Thoroughbred Breeders’ and Owners’ 
Association CEO Lonny Powell. 
 The late Marjorie Van Ness of New Jersey was a long-
time leader and friend to the horse industry. The award 
named in her honor is presented to an individual that 
best emulates the dedication and commitment of Marjo-
rie Van Ness to the improvement of the horse industry at 
the state level. 
 Below are comments by Powell from the ceremony in 
Washington, D.C.
 “I would like to thank the American Horse Council and 
everyone here or elsewhere who took part in selecting 
me for this prestigious honor and award. Though I have 
been blessed to have received a few honors over a 
long, exciting and diverse career, I can assure you I will 
not cherish any more than this award. This really means 
something to me.
 One of the primary reasons we are here and why 
the interests we represent gather in Washington, D.C. 
this week and why we are all members of the American 
Horse Council is to support the need for and impor-
tance of each of us and our organizations to advocate, 
educate, inform and promote our wonderful horses, the 
amazing human connections and farms they are associ-
ated with, the cultural importance of preserving equine/
equestrian quality of life and all the annual significant 
economic impact and jobs our respective and united 
horse industries support here at our nation’s capital, at 
your State House, at your city hall and town halls. As 
most of us in this room know, government affairs is a job 
never done.
 This award is truly meaningful to me as it both 
acknowledges my impact during my past 10 years in 
my beloved and only real current focus, Florida. It also 
recognizes prior decades of my earlier career successes 

and fantastic memories and industry community/political 
relationships and numerous friendships still in place to 
this day in great places like California, Kentucky, Wash-
ington and Arizona.
 I feel it a privilege to say that every waking minute 
of all 62 years of my life, as well as my own family’s, 
has been connected directly to the existence of horses. 
Furthermore, all 40 years of my executive/management 
career - 46 years in total work - have been spent directly 
in the horse industry. It is who I am, it is what I do. My 
career and life in the horse industry was not pursued by 
or handed to me. It is branded in my DNA.
 As a fourth-generation horseman, I owe my genet-
ic gratitude to my great-great grandfather Taylor, who 
began it all and ultimately met his demise by the large 
hoof of one of his Percheron draft farm horses. To my 
grandfather Taylor, who moved West to California and 
evolved the family horse of choice to Quarter Horse 
ranch horses. And of course, the person I most owe my 
involvement and passion in this industry, my late father, 
southern California based jockey, Taylor (of course) who 
guided many swift and speedy thoroughbred and Quar-
ter Horses to victory. I accept this award and offer it to 
him and in his memory, work ethic, competitive spirit and 
absolute passion for racing and all horses.
 Through high school and college, I literally worked 
the Quarter Horse, thoroughbred, Appy horse racing 
bush circuit  at the most bottom of levels and tracks from 
mucking fairgrounds stalls, picking up grandstand and 
stable area garbage, and the always dreaded cleaning 
bathroom toilets to finally moving up the grunt ladder 
and hitting the lottery with testosterone/adrenaline-filled 
nirvana jobs to follow, such as working as a jockey valet 
and on the starting gate as an assistant starter. I even 
worked in the shipping/receiving department at the old 
Appaloosa Horse Club during college and the off sea-
son when it was headquartered in Moscow, Idaho.
 Since that time, what an amazing journey the horse 
industry has taken me on working at the side of such 

unique and powerful horse people and captains of 
industry or politics like R.D. Hubbard, Frank Stronach, 
the Alhadeff Family of Seattle, and Arizona Governor 
Jan Brewer, as well as shareholders and boards of direc-
tors of numerous public and private companies with tasks 
ranging from directly managing or overseeing the man-
agement of leading racetracks throughout the country, 
serving as industry academic, international regulatory 
spokesman, state regulator, and just prior to my arrival 
in Florida, administrative law judge and governor’s cab-
inet member on to the coveted position I am so, so very 
honored to serve in today and for the past ten years and, 
God-willing, for years to come as FTBOA CEO.
 Horses specifically and in general have impacted 
every aspect of my life, and my family’s lives and my 
career. Accordingly, I’d really like to give special shout 
outs to some of the most special of the special of the 
individual and collective horses and ponies who have 
touched me so during my life and career and meant so 
very much including the amazing thoroughbreds, Quar-
ter Horses, standardbreds, arabians and appaloosas 
and all their forever memorable human connections who 
competed at the facilities I either worked at, managed 
or regulated, especially the fantastic fast Florida thor-
oughbreds and our breeders, owners, members, farms, 
FTBOA officers, board and staff who I am so proud and 
privileged to be associated with as I stand humbly before 
you today. I can never thank the horses, their people or 
you enough. Thank you!”

Powell Makes Acceptance 
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